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Subject: Application Serial No. 08/444,788 

Attachments: TRAN87 Proposed Draft Amendment PMC-003C107.DOC 

Examiner Strange, 

We have reviewed your recent proposed Office action regarding Application Serial No. 08/444,788 and 
provide the attached proposed amendment intended to dearly distinguish the claimed invention from the 
cited references including Summers and Lambert, The claimed invention is directed to a transmission 
station, for example a cable headend transmission station. The crux of the claimed invention is thai 
information associated with mass medium programming, such as information associated with a television 
commercial, is selected at the transmitter station and included in a transmission with the mass medium 
programming to the receiver station. In the invention as disclosed, the information selected is different for 
each transrriitter station (such as the data associated with the commercials in section of the specification 
"Automating U.R. Stations" at page 469 etseq. 

Neither Summers nor Lambert show or suggest such a transmitter station. Summers is directed to 
utilizing supplemental data in a television system. The supplemental data is represented by a portion of 
the television field that is either dark or light. Summers does not contemplate an intermediate transmitter 
station. The Summers system simply includes a transrriitting portion as shown in Figure 1 and a receiving 
portion as shown in Figure 2, As Summers does not contemplate multiple intermediate transmitter 
stations, Summers does not show or suggest selecting different data at different intermediate 
stations. Independent claims 2 and 12 are proposed to be amended to set forth that the 
transmitter station is an intermediate transmitter station in a network including a plurality 
of intermediate transmitter stations. To further distinguish the transmitter station as an intermediate 
transmitter station, these claims are further amended to set forth that the mass medium programming and 
control signal are received from an origination station. These amendments serve to distinguish the 
claimed invention from the Summers reference. 

Lambert is directed to the insertion of spot messages without the presence of a human operator in a cable 
system. The Lambert system simply allows scheduled spot messages stored on video tape recorders 
(such as commercials) to be inserted in a transmission when a tone monitor detects a spot 
message signal carried in the in the received video signal. The spot messages of the Lambert system 
are recorded messages (such as commercials). Claims 2 and 12 are proposed to be amended to set 
forth that information associated with the mass medium programming is generated at the intermediate 
transmission station. An example of such generated information is the particular program instruction set 
information at page 358 etseq, of the specification. The generated information is related to the mass 
medium programming with which is sent, is related to the intermediate station from which it is sent and is 
different from information generated a different intermediate transmission stations in the neMork, 
Lambert simply shows the that spot comrriercials stored on video tape are inserted at the appropriate 
times. Lambert does not show or suggest that any data of the commercial is generated at 
the transmission station. Lambert does not show or suggest that the inserted commercials are related to 
the program material into which they are inserted. Lambert also does not show or suggest that the 
inserted commercials are related to the transmission station. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would not find the claimed invention obvious in view of the combination of 
Summers and Lambert. There is no reason that one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
combined features of the Summers transmitting portion, in which a supplemental data signal is entered 
into the system and applied to a video signal, with features of the Lambert system for the automatic 
insertion of spot messages. The Summers system contemplates an operator where the programming is 
generated to input supplemental data through a keyboard. The Larrsbert system is designed to retransmit 
programming with spot messages without the presence of a human operator. Neither system suggests 
the generation of information at an intermediate transmitter station and there is no reason to combine the 
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teachings of Summers and Lambert to arrive at a system which does generate information at an intermediate 
transmitter station. Even if Summers and Lambert are combined in such a manner as to generate information at 
an intermediate transmitter station, such information would not be related to the mass medium programming with 
which it is transmitted and would not be different from information generated at other intermediate transmitter 
stations. 

The prior art, including Summers and Lambert, does not show information associated with mass programming 
generated at an intermediate transmission station which is associated with the mass medium transmission and 
the intermediate transrriission such that the generated information is different frorri the information generated at 
other intermediate transmitter stations. 

Please let us have any questions or comments regarding this proposed amendment. As set forth in MPEP 
502.03, we recognize that Internet communications are not secure. Accordingly, applicants hereby authorize the 
USPTO to communicate with us concerning any subject matter of this application by electronic mail. We 
understand that a copy of these communications will be rrsade of record in the application file. 



Carf L. Benson 
GOODWSN I PROCTER LLP 
901 New York Avenue, N,W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
1:202.346.4018 
F: 202.346,4444 
<www.goodwinproGter.com> 



IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the 
IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this communication (including any 
attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) 
avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or 
recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. 




This message is intended only for the designated recipient(s). It may contain confidential or 
proprietary information and may be subject to the attorney-client privilege or other 
confidentiality protections. If you are not a designated recipient, you may not review, copy or 
distribute this message. If you receive this in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and 
delete this message. Thank you. 
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